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war ended, we refused to settle for the easy
satisfaction of victory, to walk home and let
our European friends go it alone. We did
not allow the larger prize of a safer, better
world to slip through our fingers. We stood
and supported the Germans as they bravely
reunified, and supported the Europeans as
they built a true union and expanded it. We
stood against ethnic slaughter and ethnic
cleansing. We stood for the right kind of part-
nership with Russia. We acted to try to help
Christian and Jewish and Muslim people rec-
oncile themselves in the Middle East, and
in the bridge represented by Turkey’s out-
reach to Europe. I want them to say that
America followed through, so that we would
not have to fight again.

A few months ago, my family and I went
to a refugee camp full of children from
Kosovo. They were chanting their apprecia-
tion to the United States, thanking America
for giving them a chance to reclaim their
lives. It was an incredibly moving event, with
children who have been traumatized far be-
yond their ability even to understand what
has happened to them but who know they
have been given a chance to go home now.

Years from now, I believe the young peo-
ple in this audience will have a chance to
go to Europe time and time again, and you
will, doubtless, meet some of those children
or maybe some of the young people who ac-
tually tore down the Berlin Wall or marched
in the Velvet Revolution. They will be older
then. I hope they will say, ‘‘When I was
young I sang America’s praises with my voice,
but I still carry them in my heart.’’ I think
that will be true if America stays true. That
is what we ought to resolve to do on the anni-
versary of this marvelous triumph of free-
dom.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. in Gaston
Hall at Georgetown University, as part of the Her-
bert Quandt Distinguished Lecture series. In his
remarks, he referred to Father Leo J. O’Donovan,
president, and Robert L. Gallucci, dean, School
of Foreign Service, Georgetown University; Jo-
hanna Quandt, widow of Herbert Quandt; James
H. Billington, Librarian of Congress; Katherine
Graham, chairman of the executive committee,
the Washington Post; Prime Minister Milos
Zeman of the Czech Republic; Prime Minister

Mikulas Dzurinda of Slovakia; and President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).
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November 8, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout U.S. history, Americans have

kept a special place of honor in their hearts
for our veterans; and for more than 70 years,
we have set aside each November 11 to rec-
ognize the men and women who have so val-
iantly served America. On this day, we re-
member and pay tribute to the millions of
patriots whose courage and sacrifice have se-
cured our freedom—from those who suf-
fered through the harsh winter at Valley
Forge to those who preserved our Union on
the battlefields of Gettysburg to those who
turned back the tide of tyranny and hatred
on the beaches of Normandy to those who
have kept the peace and defended our values
around the globe.

Since the first days of our independence,
brave Americans have stepped forward to
protect our country and promote our ideals.
Some 48 million men and women from every
corner of our country and from every walk
of life have served in our Nation’s Armed
Forces, and 41 million of them have done
so under hostile conditions. Their service
often put them in harm’s way, far from home
and family, and too often it cost them their
lives.

Time and again, America has called on her
men and women in uniform to protect our
national security, to advance our national in-
terests, and to preserve our rights and free-
doms. And time and again, our Armed
Forces have responded by overcoming
daunting challenges to achieve hard-fought
victories. In battles that would determine our
Nation’s destiny, in wars that would decide
the fate of the free world, in peacekeeping
missions that would change forever the lives
and futures of peoples fighting oppression,
they have persevered in the face of adversity
and have prevailed.
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Such victories do not come easily. They
exact a heavy toll in lives cut short, in families
bereft, in human potential unfulfilled. It is
a toll paid by the 25 million veterans still
living among us, who every day carry with
them the indelible memories of sacrifices
made, battles fought, and comrades lost.

To pay tribute to those who have served
in our Armed Forces, the Congress has pro-
vided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11
of each year shall be set aside as a legal public
holiday to honor America’s veterans. For all
their sacrifices and for the peace, prosperity,
and liberty their service has secured for us,
our Nation owes our veterans a profound
debt of gratitude. In commemorating this
solemn day, we express our deep apprecia-
tion for the duties they have discharged.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 11,
1999, as Veterans Day. I urge all Americans
to honor our veterans through appropriate
public ceremonies and private prayers. I call
upon Federal, State, and local government
officials to display the flag of the United
States and to encourage and participate in
patriotic activities in their communities. I in-
vite civic and fraternal organizations, places
of worship, schools, businesses, unions, and
the media to support this national observance
with suitable commemorative expressions
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of November, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 10, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 12.

Remarks in an On-Line Townhall
Meeting
November 8, 1999

The President. More than 60 years ago,
at the dawn of another era of great change,

President Franklin Roosevelt told our Na-
tion, ‘‘new conditions impose new require-
ments on Government and those who con-
duct Government.’’ From that simple propo-
sition, Roosevelt shaped the New Deal,
which helped to restore our Nation to pros-
perity and to define the relationship between
the American people and their Government
for 50 years.

Now, as we move into the information age,
we have reclaimed that true legacy of
Franklin Roosevelt by making a real commit-
ment to bold experimentation, to the idea
that new times demand new approaches and
a different kind of Government.

This evening is a perfect example. As Al
said, like FDR’s fireside chats and President
Kennedy’s live press conferences on tele-
vision, the first Presidential townhall meeting
on the Internet taps the most modern tech-
nology for old-fashioned communication be-
tween the American people and their Presi-
dent.

Tonight’s event is exciting not only be-
cause of the technology involved in its execu-
tion but, on a larger scale, for the unbridled
potential it represents. You know, when I be-
came President, in January of 1993, the
Internet was the province of scientists fund-
ed by Government research projects. Back
then, there were only 130 sites on the Web,
only 1.3 million computers connected to the
Internet. Today, over 56 million computers
are connected to the Internet, and there are
3.6 million websites. And we’re adding new
pages at the rate of over 100,000 an hour.

Since 1993, our administration has worked
hard to unleash the power of information
technology and to bridge the digital divide.
Vice President Gore and I set a goal of con-
necting every classroom and library to the
Internet, and we’ve come a long way. The
number of classrooms connected to the
Internet has increased from 4 percent in
1994 to 51 percent in 1998 with the E-rate
providing over $2 billion to help connect all
our schools and libraries to the Internet.
That’s just the kind of thing Vice President
Gore and I came to office to do, to replace
outmoded and failed ideas of the past with
a new vision for the role of Government in
the 21st century.


